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received after the monthly General Meeting will probably be too late for inclusion in the next issue 
of Whirrakee. 


Editor’s note 


Two comments only. First, the organisers of the Field Naturalists Skills Workshop did well to 
complete the workshop before the shocking fire in mid-November, which was a warning to 
landholders and others to be careful about burning off, especially on days with the north wind 
blowing. Second, best wishes for a happy and safe Christmas period for all, and a successful 
year’s field natting in 1995, with lots of reports and records coming in for the enjoyment and 
instruction of all who read Whirrakee. 


Articles in Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be obtained from the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the Club. Back 
issues are available at a cost of 80 cents each. Complete sets are available at $ 8.00 for each 
volume. The above prices do not include postage. 


Bird Notes and Observations 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Highlights 
Grey-crowned Babbler (1) Suburban Golden Square 23/10/94, 6/11/94 
Painted Honeyeater (1) Sedgwick 30/10/94, 31/10/94 


Migrants and Visitors 

Rufous Whistler (1) Junortoun 2/11/94 

Rainbow Bird (1) Pilchers Bridge Flora and Fauna Reserve 11/10/94 
Rainbow Bird (1) Sedgwick 16/10/94 

White-browed Woodswallow (330+) Junortoun 16/10/94 
White-browed Woodswallow (50+) Spring Gully Reservoir 16/10/94 
White-browed Woodswallow (= 20) Mandurang State Forest 17/10/94 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo (1) One Tree Hill Regional Park 12/10/94 


Observations 

Hooded Robin (1) Kangaroo Gully 19/10/94 

Common Bronzewing (2) Kangaroo Gully 19/10/04 

Common Bronzewing (2) Quarry Hill Golf Course 23/10/94 

Owlet Nightjar (1) Kangaroo Gully 22/10/94 

Crimson Rosella (1) White Hills (Ross Street) 19/8/94 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater (3) White Hills (Andrews Street) 17/8/94 
Spotted Pardalote (2) Sedgwick 30/10/94 

Superb Fairy-wren (1) Sedgwick 30/10/94 

White-winged Chough (5) Sedgwick 29/10/94 

Chestnut-rumped Hylacola (4) One Tree Hill Regional Park (Wildflower Drive) 13/10/94 
Chestnut-rumped Hylacola (2) Spring Gully Reservoir 16/10/94 
Southern Boobook (1) Sheepwash Creek, Strathfieldsaye 16/10/94 
Southern Boobook (1) Sheepwash Creek, Strathfieldsaye 1/11/94 
Brown Goshawk (1) Strathfieldsaye (Guys Hill Road) 26/10/94 
Royal Spoonbill (1) Strathfieldsaye (Red Tank Road) 3/11/94 


Notes 

The sighting of a single Grey-crowned Babbler in suburban Golden Square was most unusual. 
This species is rare in the district and is found in areas north of the Whipstick, and also at Longlea, 
Axedale, Eppalock and Strathfieldsaye. A single bird was seen in a garden at Strathfieldsaye in 
February 1994, and it has been suggested that they disperse into different areas in an attempt to 
locate or establish colonies. 


Painted Honeyeaters are rare migrants, usually arriving in the summer months. They were 
reported at Junortoun during early October this year, but the bird listed in the observations was 
heard calling at Sedwick 


The observation of a male Superb Fairy-wren at Sedgwick was most interesting. It was extremely 
agitated and chased a Horsefield’s Bronze-cuckoo away from its nest situated in a dump of dead 
eucalypt branches on the ground. The nest contained two cold eggs which had disappeared the 
following morning. 


The Owlet Nightjar was seen emerging from a hollow log nest box erected on a tank stand. The 
log contained a single egg. 


Hooded Robins are said to be declining across the entire state, although they are still fairly 
common in mallee areas. In Box-Ironbark forests and woodlands, they are gradually decreasing in 
numbers along with a suite of other birds, such as the Red-capped Robin, White-winged Triller, 
Speckled Warbler, White-browed Babbler, Jacky Winter and Southern Whiteface. It is pleasing to 
see that individuals and pairs of Hooded Robins are still being recorded in Box-Ironbark areas. 


White-browed Woodswallows often form very large flocks when migrating south for the summer 
months. The large flock seen at Junortoun was very high, but their calls were easlily heard from 
quite a distance away. 


Additional Bird Sightings from Bennett’s Road Strathfieldsaye 
Author: Bobbie Malone 


Chestnut-rumped Hylacola 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater (first sighting on block, Lot 8) 


Superb Blue Wren nesting 

Buffed-rumped Thornbill sitting on three eggs in nest in Zygo plant hanging from ceiling on back 
verandah 

Welcome Swallow nest on rafter inside garage (October 3rd) 


Buff-rumped Thornbill nest on high rafter on front shade house. One egg on ground. Egg dried out. 
Yelow Robin nesting. 

Striated Pardalotes x 2 have been investigating entry into home made wooden nest box, via length of 
PAGS pipers... September 26th, 2 birds entered nest box. 

Rainbow Bee eaters (2) , October 13th 

One female Crested Bellbird feeding on ground, June 28th, (14.50 hrs) 

as above, July 7, (08.30 hrs) 

as above, July 29, (15.45 hrs) 


Bronzewing Pigeons x 2, July 24 
as above, September 18 


Diamond Firetails x 2, September 25 


Poaceae of the Bendigo Area 


List compiled by Paul Foreman, Grassland Extension Officer, DCNR, Bendigo) 


* denotes introduced species 


Agrostis avenacea C. Gmelin 
*Agrostis capillaris L. 
*Aira caryophyllea L. 
*Aira cupaniana Guss. 
*Aira elegantissima Schur 
*Aira praecox L. 
*Anthoxanthum odoratum 
Aristida behriana F, Muell. 
*Avena fatua L. 

*Briza maxima L. 

*Briza minor L. 

Bromus arenarius Labill. 
*Bromus catharticus Vahl 
*Bromus diandrus Roth 
*Bromus hordeaceus L. 


*Bromus hordeaceus ssp. hordeaceus 


*Bromus rubens L. 


Chionochloa pallida (R. Br.) S.W.L. Jacobs 


-Common Blown-grass 


Brown-top Bent 
Silvery Hair-grass 
Hair-grass 
Hair-grass 

Early Hair-grass 
Sweet Vernal-grass 
Brush Wire-grass 
Wild Oat 

Large Quaking-grass 
Lesser Quaking-grass 
Sand Brome 

Prairie Grass 

Great Brome 

Soft Brome 


Red Brome 
Silvertop Wallaby Grass 


*Critesion murinum ssp. leporinum (Link) A.Love Wall Barley-grass 


*Dactylis glomerata L. 
Danthonia auriculata J.Black 


Danthonia caespitosa Gaudich. 


Cocksfoot 
Lobed Wallaby-grass 
Common Wallaby-grass 
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Danthonia carphoides F.Muell ex Benth. 
Danthonia eriantha Lindley 
Danthoia geniculata J.Black 
Danthonia linkii var. fulva Vick. 
Danthonia penicillata (Labill.) P.Beauv. 
Danthonia pilosa R.Br. 

Danthonia pilosa var. pilosa R.Br. 
Danthonia racemosa R.Br. 
Danthonia racemosa var. racemosa 
Danthonia setacea R.Br. 

Dabthonia setacea var. setacea 
Danthonia spp. 

Dichelachne crinita (L. f) J.D.Hook 
Dichelachne micrantha (Cav.) Domin. 
Dichelachne spp. 

*Digitaria sanguinales (L.) Scop. 
*Echinochloa frumentacea Link 

Elymus scabrus (R.Br.) A.Love 
Enneapogon nigricans (R.Br.) P.Beauv. 
*Eragrostis cilianensis (All.) Link ex Vign. 
Hemarthria uncinata R.Br. 

*Holcus lanatus L. 

*Holcus setosus Trin. 


*Lolium loliaceum (Bory & Chaub.) Hand.-Mazz. 


*Tolium perenne L. 


*Lolium temulentum var. temulentum (With.) Lilj. 


Microlaena stipoides (Labill.) R.Br. 
Microlaena stipoides var. stipoides 


Short Wallaby-grass 


Reddish Wallaby-grass 
Kneed Wallaby-grass 
Leafy Wallaby-grass 


Slender Wallaby-grass 


Velvet Wallaby-grass 
Velvet Wallaby-grass 
Branched Wallaby-grass 


Bristly Wallaby-grass 


Long-hair Plume-grass 
Short-hair Plume-grass 


Summer-grass 

Barnyard Grass 

Common Wheat-grass 
Nigger-heads 

Stink Grass 

Mat Grass 

Yorkshire Fog 

Annual Fog 

Stiff Rye-grass 
Perennial Rye-grass 
Bearded Rye-grass 
Weeping Grass 


*Panicum capillare var. brevifolium Vasey ex Rydberg & Shear 


*Panicum gilvum Launert 
*Paspalum dilatatum Poiret 
Pentapogon quadrifidus (labill.) Baill. 


Phragmites australis (Cav.) Trin.ex Steudel 


*Piptatherum miliaceum (L.) Cosson 
*Poa annua L. 

Poa australis spp. agg. R.Br. 

*Poa bulbosa L. 

Poa labillardieri Steudel 

Poa morrisii Vick. 

Poa sieberiana Sprengel 

Poa sieberiana var. hirtella Vick. 
Poa sieberiana var. sieberiana Sprengel 
Poa spp. 

*Polypogon viridis (Gouan) Breistr. 
*Setaria viridis (L.) P. Beauv. 

Stipa blackii C.E.Hubb. 

*Stipa caudata Trin. 

Stipa densiflora Hughes 

Stipa mollis R.Br. 

Stipa nodosa S.T.Blake 

Stipa oligostachya Hughes 

Stipa rudis ssp. rudis Sprengel 


Stipa scabra ssp. falcata (Hughes) Vick.,S.W.Jacobs & J.Everett 


Stipa semibarbata R.Br. 

Stipa spp. 

Stipa stuposa Hughes 

Tetrarrhena juncea R.Br. 

Themeda triandra Forssk. 
*Tribolium acutiflorum (Nees) Renv. 
*Vulpia bromoides (L.) Gray 
*Vulpia muralis (Kunth.) Nees 
*Vulpia myuros (L.) Gmelin 


Panic 

Paspalum 

Five-awned Spear-grass 
Common Reed 

Rice Millet 

Annual Meadow-grass 
Tussock Grass 

Bulbous Meadow-grass 
Common Tussock-grass 
Soft Tussock-grass 
Grey Tussock-grass 
Grey Tussock-grass 
Grey Tussock-grass 


Water Bent 

Green Pigeon-grass 
Crested Spear-grass 
Spear-grass 

Dense Spear-grass 
Supple Spear-grass 
Knotty Spear-grass 
Fine-head Spear-grass 
Veined Spear-grass 
Rough Spear-grass 
Fibrous Spear-grass 


Quizzical Spear-grass 
Forest Wire-grass 
Kangaroo Grass 
Plagiochloa 
Squirrel-tail Fescue 
Wall Fescue 
Rat’s-tail Fescue 
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Willandra National Park revisited 
Authors: Tom Patullo & Diane Collier (Bird List), Eric Whiting (Plant List) 


As mentioned in the previous Whirrakee here are the bird and plant lists from the Willandra 
excursion with the Mid-Murray Mob 17-24 Sept 1994: 


Bird List: 


Emu 

Australian Pelican 
Darter 

Great Cormorant 
Little Pied Cormorant 


Rufous Night Heron (Nankeen) 


Sacred Ibis 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
Black Swan 

Pacific Black Duck 
Yellow Robin 
Red-capped Robin 
Grey Teal 

Maned Duck 
Black-shouldered Kite 
Black Kite 

Whistling Kite 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Little Eagle 

Spotted Harrier 

Marsh Harrier 

Brown Falcon 
Australian Kestrel 
Fork-tailed Kite 


Plant List: 


Peaceful Dove 
Common Bronzewing 
Crested Pigeon 

Galah 

Southern Whiteface 
Brown Treecreeper 
Striped Honeyeater 
Yellow-throated Miner 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Mistletoebird 

Striated Pardalote 
Weebill 

Silvereye 

Common Starling 
White-winged Chough 
Australian Magpie-lark 
Dusky Woodswallow 
Grey Butcherbird 
Pied Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 
Australian Raven 
Little Raven 


Red-rumped Parrot 

Blue Bonnet 

Southern Boobook 

Barn Owl 

Laughing Kookaburra 
Welcome Swallow 

Tree Martin 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Blackbird 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Restless Flycatcher 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 
White-browed Babbler 
Clamorous Reed-warbler 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Variegated Fairy-wren 
White-winged Fairy-wren 
Western Gerygone 
Chestnut-rumped Thormbill 
Yellow-rumped Thombill 
Yellow Thornbill 


* = introduced species, # = species not on plant list obtained at the Park 


1. Around Lagoons and creek 


Ferns 


Cyperaceae # 


Juncaceae 
Liliaceae * 
Poaceae 


Typhaceae 


Amaranthaceae # 


Anacardiaceae * 


Asteraceae 


% tk 


Azolla filiculoides 
Marsilea drummondii 


Cyperus exaltatus 
Eleocharis plana 


Juncus aridicola 
Asparagus officinalis 


Eragrostis australasica 


Typha domingensis/orientalis 


Alternanthera denticulata 


Ptilotus nobilis 
Schinus areira 


Calotis scapigera 
Carthamus lanatus 
Centipeda cunninghamii 
Cirsium vulgare 


Red Azolla 
Nardoo 


Giant Sedge 
Spike-rush 


Rush 

Asparagus 
Canegrass 
Cumbungi 


Lesser Joyweed 
Regal Foxtail 


Pepper Tree 


Tufted Burr-daisy 
Saffron Thistle 
Common Sneezeweed 
Spear Thistle 


Boraginaceae * 


Brassicaceae * 


Callitrichaceae # 


Campanulaceae 


Chenopodiaceae 


Convolvulaceae 
Cucurbitaceae  #* 
Elatinaceae # 
Euphorbiaceae 


Fabaceae * 


Goodeniaceae # 


Haloragaceae 


Lamiaceae * 


Lobeliaceae 
Loranthaceae 
Martyniaceae #* 


Mimosaceae 


Myrtaceae 


Polygonaceae 
#* 


Ranunculaceae # 
# 


Conyza bonariensis 
Lactuca serriola 
Minuria integerrima 
Senecio runcinifolia 
Sonchus oleraceus 
Xanthium occidentale 
Xanthium spinosum 
Echium plantagineum 


Lepidium sp. 
Rorippa palustris 


Callitriche sonderi 
Wahlenbergia gracilis 
Atriplex nummularia 
Atriplex semibaccata 
Chenopodium nitrariaceum 
Einadia nutans 
Enchylaena tomentosa 
Maireana pyramidata 
Salsola kali 
Sclerolaena muricata 
Cuscuta campestris 
Cucumis myriocarpus 
Elatine gratioloides 
Euphorbia drummondii 


Medicago polymorpha 
Medicago truncatula 


Goodenia heteromera 
Myriophyllum propinquum 


Marrubium vulgare 
Teucrium racemosum 


Pratia concolor 

Amyema miquelii 
Proboscidea lousianica 
Acacia stenophylla 
Eucalyptus largiflorens 
Muehlenbeckia cuninghamii 
Polygonum lapathifolium 


Rumex crispus 


Myurus minimus 
Ranunculus pentandrus 


Common Fleabane 
Prickly Lettuce 


Tall Groundsel 
Common Sour-thistle 
Noogoora Burr 
Bathurst Burr 
Paterson’s Curse 


Peppercress 
Marsh Watercress 


Water Starwort 
Spreading Bluebell 
Old Man Saltbush 
CreepingSaltbush 
Nitre Goosefoot 
Climbing Saltbush 
Ruby Saltbush 
Black Blue-bush 
Buckbush 

Black Roly-poly 
Dodder 

Paddy Melon 
Waterwort 

Caustic Weed 


Burr Medic 
Barrel Medic 


Spreading Goodenia 
Red Water-milfoil 


Horehound 
Grey Germander 


Poison Pratia 

Box Mistletoe 
Purple-flowered Devil’s Claw 
River Cooba 


Black Box (including hybrids with 
E. populneus at Homestead and Halls Lake) 


Lignum 
Pale Knotweed 
Curled Dock 


Mousetail 
Smooth Buttercup 


Salicaceae co 
Scrophulariaceae # 
Solanaceae * 


Urticaceae si 


Zyvgophyllaceae # 


Salix babylonica 
Limosella australia 
Solanum nigrum 
Urtica urens 


Tribulus terrestris 


2. Saltbush Plains Areas 


Amaryllidaceae 


Poaceae 


Amaranthaceae 
Asteraceae * 


Caesalpinaceae 


Chenopodiaceae 


Fabaceae x 
Mimosaceae 
Pittosporaceae 
Proteaceae 


Solanaceae 


Calostemma purpureum 


Chloris truncata 
Eragrostis australasica 
Panicum ? effusum 


Ptilotus nobilis 
Carthamus lanatus 
Cassia eremophila 


Atriplex lindleyi 
Atriplex nummularia 
Chenopodium nitrariaceum 
Dissocarpus paradoxus 
Enchylaena tomentosa 
Maireana aphylla 
Maireana georgei 
Maireana pyramidata 
Einadia nutans 
Rhagodia spinescens 
Salsola kali 
Sclerolaena bicornis 
Sclerolaena divaricata 
Sclerolaena muricata 


Medicago truncatula 
Acacia osswaldii 
Pittosporum phillyreoides 
Hakea tephrosperma 


Solanum esuriale 


Willow 

Australian Mudwort 
Black-berry Nightshade 
Small Nettle 

Cat’s-head 


Wilcannia Lily 


Windmill Grass 
Canegrass 
Hairy Panic 


Regal Foxtail 
Saffron Thistle 
Punty Bush 


Eastern Flat-topped Saltbush 
Old Man Saltbush 
Nitre Goosefoot 
Cannon-ball 

Ruby Saltbush 
Cottonbush 

Black Blue-bush 
Climbing Saltbush 
Thorny Saltbush 
Buckbush 
Goathead Burr 


Pale Povert Bush 
Black Roly-poly 


Barrel Medic 
Miljee 
Butterbush 
Needlewood 


Quena 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the Club receives a number of newsletters and magazines: some by subscription and 
some in exchange for Whirrakee. These are available from the Club librarian at our meetings. 


HABITAT (Australian Conservation Foundation) Vol 22 No 3, August 1994 

‘Dutch Treats’ by Anouk Hulshof and Nico-Wim Pool points out that the Dutch appear to be treating 
their environment in a more positive way than Australia. A comparison is made of relevant 
legislation in each country, and two environmental projects in Holland are described. 

‘The Environmental Tourist’ by Stuart Toplis defines ecotourism and outlines what people should 
expect of a bona fide ecotourism operation. An example is given of a Tasmanian business which 
acitvely promotes this form of tourism as a way of protecting the conservation values of the Great 
Western Tiers. 

‘Sustaining Agriculture’ by Jason Alexandra deals with the need to shift to sustainable agriculture in 
Australia. Recent dust storms in the south-east of the country are a powerful reminder of the 
vulnerability of our farming lands. Strategies and performance indicators for sustainable farms are 
outlined. 

‘Mining, A Reformed Industry?’ by Michael Krockenberger and Peter Kinrade points out that the 
‘Australian mining industry is slowly improving its environmental performance’ but asks if it is 
doing enough. Probably the most fundamental change has come from increased community 
environmental awareness which sees poor mining practices as unacceptable. 


THE BIRD OBSERVER (BOCA) No 746, October 1994 

‘Eungella Honeyeater: a bird of special concern’ by Marion Crouther points out that “despite 100 
years of settlement by goldminers and loggers followed by dairymen and in more recent times a 
greatly increased influx of tourists, it was not until 1983 that this species was described and named.” 
It is found only in one small area of Queensland. 

‘Birds of the Arid Zone’ by David MacDonald discusses the precarious conservation status of 
Australia’s arid zone birds. The species most at risk, and their habitat needs, can be identified 
through an examination of their life history, foraging patterns, mobility, breeding requirements, 
degree of ecological specialisation and size. The reasons for decline and management strategies are 
outlined. 

‘Shade and Dryness - Unwelcome Companions’ by Rodger Elliot gives details of some native plants 
suitable for these difficult, though not uncommon, garden conditions. Several hardy ground covers 
and shrubs are described. 

‘Dawn on the Daintree’ by Anne Chappel details a holiday spent in the Cairns region, with particular 
reference to those areas where bird life is abundant and can be viewed fairly easily without 
interruption from ‘non-breeders’. Accommodation venues which specialize in providing bird- 
watching opportunities are suggested. 


Other publications received recently are: 


- Geelong Naturalist (GFNC) October 1994 

- Conservation News (ACF) September 1994 

- Environment Victoria (CCV) October 1994 

- Field Nats news (FNCV) October & November 1994 


Useful Wild Plants of the Bendigo District (Part 2) 
Author: Warwick Bates 


Food Plants (native) Roots and Tubers_....continued 


In part 1 I introduced the Yam Daisy Microseris scapigera which was one of the most important food 
sources for the pre-European contact aborigines in Victoria, and probably the Bendigo region. I 
have also tried numerous other small tubers, noteably from the Donkey Orchid, Diuris maculata, 
Chocolate Lily, Dichopogon strictus, and a few others from similar plants I did not identify at the 
time, but none of these could hold a candle to the satisfying and pleasant taste of the Yam Daisy 
tubers. 

In order to get a decent feed of Yam Daisy, many plants would have to be dug up, and since the 
plant is nowhere as plentiful today as it was, this would probably not be desirable. Articles I have 
read on this plant state that the ground disturbance resulting from aboriginal harvesting was 
beneficial to its reproduction; however, today with nasties like Catsear and Dandelion trying to 
muscle in everywhere, they would probably colonise the broken ground displacing the Yam Daisy. 
I have found the Yam Daisy very easy to germinate from seed in Autumn, but sheep LOVE them. It 
is probably best to grow them in friable, weed-free soil that does not set hard. Collect seed in late 
Spring. 


I went for a walk up near the Murray River a few years ago, and while walking through the area 
densely populated with Bullrushes, Typha spp., I remembered reading an account of their roots, or 
rhizomes, being used as food by the aborigines. I cut a digging stick, and dug up just over half a 
metre of the rhizome. These were around two centimetres in diameter for about 10 to 15 cm , then, 
where a new plant was sprouting there was a thickened hard area. I treated this harvest as I had 
read, that is, I roasted it lightly over a fire of coals, then cut off the outer layer. On chewing the 
swollen hard bits, I was able to extract a substance which could only be likened to a bland mixture of 
flour and starch; however, it was satisfying and filling, and the small portion I had dug was 
sufficient. What remained after chewing was just a tangle of fibres, which I did not eat. 

I found also that the very young leaf of this plant when pulled out yielded a pleaseant tasting base, 
not unlike raw peas in flavour. 

I believe Bullrush would have been a wonderful standby in the event of the failure of other food 
sources, for the original inhabitants of this and other areas where it grew. 


to be continued....... 
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Field Naturalists Skills Workshop - Anglesea, October 1994 
Media release 


Field naturalists from clubs around Victoria spent ten days (October 7 - 16) investigating the forests, 
woodlands, heaths, dunes and wetlands of Anglesea and Aireys Inlet at a workshop designed to 
upgrade the field skills of those whose recreation is the study of nature. The workshop was 
organised through the Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs Association, and was based at the Anglesea 
Recreation Camp. 


Over 120 people participated in the workshop guided by experts such as Mrs Pauline Reilly (birds), 
Mr Geoff Carr (plants and vegetation), Mr Scott Laidlaw (mammals) and Dr Neil Archbold (geology 
and soils). The programme was co-ordinated by a small organiser group comprising representatives 
from ANGAIR (Miss Margaret MacDonald), Geelong Field Nats (Mr Dick Southcombe) and the 
Field Naturalists Club of Victoria (FNCV). Spokesman for the workshop, Dr Malcolm Calder, said 
that “the programme was the first ever organised by Statewide Field Naturalists and has been an 
outstanding success”. 

“The field naturalist movement in Victoria is strong and has a long history of activity and 
observation” Dr Calder said. “The FNCV was formed in 1880 and has been continuously active 
since that date, and now there are over 40 field naturalist clubs in the State”. 

Mr John Landy presented an illustrated talk on the coastal area around Anglesea as a keynote address 
at the start of the workshop. Mr Landy is a distinguished Australian and has made the study of 
nature his particular recreational interest. “His photographs and publications on the natural 
environment of Victoria are inspirational and provide the ideal role model for all aspiring field nats”, 
Dr Calder said. His photographs included broad coastal landscapes and detailed portraits of insects, 
birds and flowers. 

Workshop members were delighted to have the opportunity to study more closely the natural 
environment of Anglesea. This environment is recognised as one of international significance for its 
orchid flora and for the diversity of the natural communities around. Members of the workshop 
expressed some concern at the obvious invasion of non-native weeds such as Boneseed. Some of 
the plants have become more invasive since the 1983 fires, and local resident, Miss Mary White, 
believes “that these environmental weeds are the major threat to stability and biodiversity of the 
natural environment of Anglesea and district”. She says “local people and the new Surf Coast Shire, 
must put every effort into the control of these invasive plants”. 

Members of the workshop recognised that this is an important time in the history of Victoria with 
shire amalgamation and restructure going on across the state. Field naturalists carry a particular 
responsibility to make sure that the new administations are well informed on the nature and 
importance of land management and on the protection of the natural environment. One objective of 
the workshop was to improve the abilities and confidence of field naturalists so they may play a 
more significant part in the planning decisions and advice provided to local government. In 
ANGAIR we had direct experience of a role-model in community involvement. 

On Wednesday night, October 12, the bar across the mouth of Painkalac Creek was breached and the 
Painkalac “lake” which had formed over the last 12 months was drained. By dawn the flood had 
subsided and the course of the creek was again visible. Also visible were thousands of stranded fish 
and scores of Pacific Herons and White-faced Herons feeding on the bodies. All part of the ; 
intersting diversity and dynamics of the natural environment. 

On Monday morning, October 10, Mrs Pauline Reilly organised a study of the local distribution of 
the Rufous Bristlebird, an endangered ground-dwelling bird at the eastern end of its natural range 
which is recovering after the Ash Wednesday fires. All members of the workshop were led in 
groups by members of ANGAIR, and allocated particular areas between Point Addis and Moggs 
Creek. This was the first full-scale survey of this bird in the area since the 1983 fires and in all 
about 40 individuals home ranges were indentified. An earlier partial survey in 1989 identified only 
20 home ranges which suggests that the bird could be recovering despite its vulnerability to 
predation. 

Every member of the workshop was involved in vegetation studies, mammal surveys, bird 
watching, soil descriptions, insect identification and other field naturalist activities. In the end, each 
member was involved in writing a report which should be published early in the New Year. “This 
programme has been one of great significance both for the participants and for the future study of the 
natural environment in Victoria”, Dr Calder said. “All course evaluation from members has been 
distinctly positive and there is clearly an interest in going ahead with further studies of this kind in 
the future”’. 


Contacts: Dr Malcolm Calder (059) 652 372, Mr Dick Southcombe (052) 593 023 
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BENDIGO HIGHWAY ENTRANCES AND BOULEVARDS STUDY 
by W.N. Holsworth 11 October 1994 


[Notes compiled for presentation to a meeting of the Technical Advisory Group of the Bendigo 
Highway Entrances and Boulevards Study on 11 October 1994. This is my part of the presentation. 
I was followed by Geoff Sitch and Peter Morison. We appeared as representatives of several 
persons who submitted letters expressing their concerns about the proposed choices of trees for the 
highways and boulevards of Bendigo. We also spoke for several organisations such as the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club and the Society for Growing Native Plants.] 


On the first page of the Draft Final Report! the consultants state, "...such a program needs strong 
community support." Our objective is to help the plan gain the support of the community. 


Sense of Place 

First, let me answer the question "Why do we have trees in the City?" 

A sense of place is important to human beings? , and that is why we add personal touches to our 
desk, our home, and our city. 

As acommunity, one way of maintaining a sense of place, a feeling of belonging, is to create and 


maintain a res republica, a public place, such as a town square or the boulevards and nodes described in 
the report. 


Sense of Belonging 

It is also important, as human beings, to be native to a place. After the tent city of the itinerant 
alluvial gold miners gave way to the buildings of merchants, tradesmen, and quartz-reef mines a need 
for permanence was recognised. 

The present pattern of roads and streets was established in the mid- to late 1850's by Richard 
Larritt, Bendigo's first surveyor. A Mr. George Avery Fletcher, Clerk/Surveyor of the City of 
Sandhurst, established the Parks and Cemeteries of Sandhurst (Bendigo). These facilities created a 
sense of place and the residents felt they belonged permanently to Sandhurst (Bendigo). 


History 

In 1864 Fletcher began a program of street tree planting.3 The residents, to maintain their identity 
in a alien environment, were pleased to recreate some of the familiar features of Britain and Europe. 
Therefore they planted Plane trees, elms, peppercorns and cedars. Mr Fletcher, trained as an engineer in 
England, was no doubt more comfortable with planting English trees since nobody in the colony would 
have experience growing native trees. 


1 Bendigo Highway Entrances and Boulevards Study. Draft Final Report. Prepared by TBA Planners, 
Planning Australia Consultants, Andrew O'Brien & Associates P/L, Chris Dance Land Design PIL, 
and Donald Bergman & Associates, for the Loddon Campaspe Regional Planning Authority, October 
1994 


2 For development of this topic see the Bulletin of the Ecological Society of America. 74 
(4): 378-379. December 1993. 


3 From obituary in the Bendigo Advertiser, 1876 
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If history is to be the guide for planting the Bendigo environment then we must be cognisant that 
starting in 1851 the city and countryside were quickly denuded of trees. One Tree Hill had, in 1879, one 
tree- until it was chopped down that year by Jerry Ryan.4 

Photos in the report taken about 1900 show the trees in central Bendigo to be only slightly higher 
than the verandahs. They were not the majestic shade trees of a romantic’s imagination. 


Original Landscape 

For the real original Bendigo environment let me read a description of Bendigo before the gold 
rush.5 

"An early settler, Mr. Thomas Dungey, has left a description of a Sunday morning walk to the 
junction of the Bendigo and Back Creeks, near the present site of Lake Weeroona. 

"This place he described as ‘one of the loveliest spots on earth’, the water-holes being full of clear 
water which reflected back the gold of the wattles growing on the banks of the creek. Sacred kingfishers 
darted hither and thither like winged blue flames, while the air was full of the songs of the magpies, 
butcher-birds and bell-birds. Native bears and opossums were at home among the leafy branches, while 
now and then a splash could be heard where a duckbill-platypus slid down into the water. 

"Further up the creek, where Bridge and McCrae Streets, Pall Mall and Rosalind Park now stand, 
the country apparently resembled a open park were the kangaroos and emus wandered at will, and an 
occasional dingo crept stealthily through the timber; while the plaintive notes of the curlew and plover 
were heard along the creek, not forgetting the kookaburra who laughed as he prepared to pounce on a 
snake gliding along the grass. 

"Mr W. D. C. Denovan, a former town clerk of Bendigo, also waxed eloquent about the sylvan 
beauty of an early Bendigo Creek, and described the scene along the river flats opposite the Beehive, 
before the quest for gold had denuded it of its magnificent timber and flowering wattles. Of course, the 
creek ... meandered over the flat at the foot of the hill in Rosalind Park,..." 


Let's Call Australia Home 

When the plane trees were planted over a hundred years ago the residents of Sandhurst (Bendigo) 
called England "Home". In the 1990's, the residents of Bendigo call Australia "Home". They love a 
sunburnt country. They want to be native to Australia, to identify with and protect the native species and 
natural landscapes, and live with lorikeets and honeyeaters in their trees; not with English starlings and 
Sparrows. ° 

The rows and rows of plane trees proposed for Bendigo by the town planners are like the rows 
and rows of ticky-tacky boxes that pass for houses in American suburbs designed by town planners. 
We have beautiful trees and shrubs native to the Goldfields area. As town planners you have the 
opportunity to do something great. 
The children of Bendigo, their children, their grandchildren, and their great grandchildren, and that is 
who we are planning for, deserve a better environment than plane trees, poplar trees and palm trees.§ 


4 Bridge over Troubled Water by Tim Hewat. p. 58 


5 Bendigo Centenary 1851-1951, Special Centenary Edition of "The Bendigo 
Advertiser" p 10 


6 Reference received too late for inclusion in this discussion: A Vision of a Greener City: the Role 
of Vegetation in Urban Environments. 248p. October 1994. Proc. of the 1994 National Greening 
Australia Conference, Perth, Oct 1994. 
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V.F.N.C.A & W.V.F.N.C.A Combined Campout - 10th - 13th March 1995 


Dates: Friday 10th March - Lunchtime Monday 13th March 

Registration from 4pm. Rooms to be vacated by 10am Monday. 
Venue: Karnkendi Conference Centre, Wade Street, Nelson, Vic., 62 km west of Portland. 
Costs: Due to the differing facilities, costs will be tiered. 


Cost includes a river cruise.barbecue on the Sunday evening, as there will not be a meal 
provided at Karnkendi on that night. Costs for children not yet determined. — 
Registration fee $ 3.00 per person. Costs are per person for the duration of the camp. 

Indoor accomodation, full catering & cruise § 123 

Bunk-house accom., full catering & cruise $108 

_ Full catering & cruise (own accommodation) $ 93 


Bookings are now being accepted. A booking form is available from our secretary. 
A $ 20 per person deposit will secure your preferred accommodation at Karnkendi. 
Accommodation at Karnkendi is limited to 64, consisting of 8 units with en-suite facilities, bunk- 
style sleeping, 4 per unit. (extra mattresses available.) 6 bunk-houses 
accommodating 4 each and one accommodating 8 serviced by a detached ablution block, (showers/toilets, 
basins.) All bunks are supplied with mattresses only, so you will need to bring bed-linen, sleeping- 
bag and/or blankets, pillows, towels etc. 


See over the page for a list of alternative accommodation. As Nelson is a popular tourist destination an 
early booking would be advisable. coaor ne . 


Catering: Meals provided are breakfast, lunch and dinner from Saturday breakfast through to 

_ Monday lunch inclusive. Friday night dinner will not be provided, however the Nelson 
Hotel provides good counter-meals, and the Road-house also provides food. Some of the other 
accommodation venues also provide meals on request. Each morning volunteers from our group will 
make sandwiches to take on excursions. Supper will be available each night with self-service tea & coffe 
facilities. Rosters will only be required for table setting, service and clearing. 


Children under 6 years free, between 6 and 12 half price. Children are exempt from registration fee and 
booking deposit. Se ae, ; 


Excursions: Itis expected that excursions will include: 


1.Exploration and explanation of the creatures of the tidal zone led by Mrs Robyn Willington, who will 
give an illustrated talk on this subject on the Friday evening. 

2.Beach walks to see the last of the migratory wading birds before they fly to their breeding grounds in 
the northern hemisphere (Extra telescopes would be appreciated.) 

3. Various walks along parts of the Great South West Walk in the Lower Glenelg National Park. 

4. Tours of the geological features of adjacent South Australia. ani : 

5. River cruise is expected to leave Nelson Sunday afternoon arriving at the Princess Margaret Rose 
Cave for a barbecue tea (which includes sweets), optional tour of the cave (cave tour costs $ 4.00 
payable at the cave entrance), and return cruise back to Nelson during sunset over the beautiful 
Glenelg River. (The cave is accessible by road) barae as ae . 
This cruise is limited to 80 people, therefore an alternative cruise/barbecue will be provided with a 
different but picturesque barbecue site, hosted by local naturalist/conservationist, Mr Donald McBain, 
so it would be helpful if anyone not intending to do the cave tour would indicate accordingly on their 
booking form. . pete ay ies tee bce iene aes 

6. Short excursions to the estuary and lagoon, popular spots for birds. 

7. On Monday there will be a farewell lunch at Mt Richmond National Park. 

There will be guest speakers on each of the three nights of the campout. More detailed information will 

be forwarded as soon as arrangements are finalised. ; 


The members of the Portland Field Naturalists’ Club hope that you can join us in March 1995, our 50th 
anniversary year. : 


For further details please contact the Portland Field Naturalists’ Club, | 
President: Ruth Graney (055) 295 335 or Secretary: Lois Phillips (055) 233023. 
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Diary 


All general and Bird Observers Group meetings are held at the Department of Food and Agriculture, corn 
Taylor Street and Midland Highway Epsom, unless otherwise indicated. 

General Meeting 

Wednesday December 14, 7:30p 

Christmas Social. Please bring a plate of food to share. Any entertainment depends on the initiative of 
those attending, so please come prepared! 


Bird Observers Group 
No information about a speaker/topic for the night received by the time this issue went to print. 


Christmas Picnic 

Sunday 18th December 

The Annual Christmas Picnic is to be held again at ‘Lyal Glen’ (Jack and Jean Ipsen’s place) 
Lunch will start about noon (bring your own). All members and families welcome. 


Supper 
The usual arrangements for supper are as follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 for supper. 
This small amount is used by the treasurer to reimburse members who purchase essential supper supplie: 


SEAe Nelson Campout continued (from previous page) 


Alternative accomodation: 
KYWOG CARAVAN PARK Phone 087 384 174 . 
9x On-site vans accommodating 2-6. $ 22 double, $3 per person extra. Park amenities. Powered and 
unpowered sites. 7 min walk to Karnkendi along fire track. Book before Christmas. 
RIVER-VU CARAVAN PARK Phone 087 384 123 
Cabins 1 X 2 bed (double bed), toilet included, $ 35. 
4 X 4 bed, toilet included, $ 40 double, plus $ 2.50 per person extra. 
Cottage, 1 double bed, 2 single beds, 1 bunk in annexe, $30 dble, $2.50 per person extra 
8 powered sites with en-suite facilities. | 
CASUARINA CABINS Phone 087 384 105 
CONTENTO COTTAGE GUEST HOUSE Phone 087 384 161 
Accommodates 23 in 8 bed-rooms. Group discounts. 
PINE HAVEN CHALET MOTEL Phone 087 384 041 
BLACK WATTLE MOTEL Phone 087 384 008 
NELSON BED AND BREAKFAST §$ 40 per night 2 people Phone 087 384 220 
NELSON HOTEL Phone 087 384011 1 double, 2 single rooms. 
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